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the equation, and decide upon their relative value. And
my visit with you to Clewer Street on Sunday con-
cerned that valuation.""
Oldland allowed himself a slight shrug of the
shoulders. " You're getting a bit out of my depth,
Priestley/1 he remarked.
" Then let us drop the mathematical analogy. I
adopted it merely to help you to understand my point
of view. By the terms of the equation, I meant to in-
dicate the persons who may be considered as concerned
in Venner's disappearance.
" Who are these persons? First and foremost his
uncle, Mr. Hinchliffe. I think it is apparent that Mr.
Hinchliffe's death and Venner's disappearance are in
some way connected. Hinchliffe's death completely
altered Venner's circumstances. If Hinchliffe had not
died, Venner might have run away to escape his
creditors. But he would not have disappeared in the
curious circumstances which actually existed, But
Hinchliffe is dead. We cannot secure his testimony, and
we cannot ascertain directly the relations which existed
between him and his nephew."
" Maybe you're right/' said Oldland doubtfully '* But
Hinchliffe died two months and more before Venner
vanished/'
" Possibly. But Venner vanished only two days after
he actually obtained possession of his uncle's fortune.
But we may leave Hinchliffe for the moment. The
second person concerned—I use the word in its widest
possible sense—is Miss Venner, for she is believed to be
the last person of Venner's acquaintance to see him.
What value would you put upon her as a witness?"
" You mean^ how far would I accept what she said as
gospel? Only as far as it suited her interest to tell the
truth. As I told you, before ever you saw her, the
woman is artificial, inside and out. There's only this

